
UHCA MINUTES September 1st 2015 at 7.30 pm in Croft House

Roger opened the meeting by welcoming James who has recently moved into the village.

 
2     Minutes of the last meeting on July 7th 2015 Proposed by Gail Seconded by Kathryn
 
3 Matters arising from the minutes PC Harrison from PACT will attend meeting on October 6th and he will deal with all
traffic matters at that meeting.
Ruts on Jackroyd lane. Janet will report to Ross and let us know the results reply from Kirklees.  Janet has received a 
reply saying Kirklees have not enough money and will not come out to individual cases. Janet has some photographs 
and is to follow up by sending photographs. Janet is to ask Phil to help with the problem. Vivien is also aware of the 
issue.
Dog Pooh in Recreation  ground:  Concern about dog pooh on the recreation ground. Phil suggested a sign saying 
“Your dog pooh could kill or make children seriously ill. BAG IT!” Action Roger is to make temporary laminated A3 
signs and then order more permanent signs at the two entrances to the rec, one from Croft House and the other 
from the Cricket field  

4     Correspondence. From Kirklees to Janet re pavement damage.
 
5     Website. Update on www.upperhoptonvillage.co.uk and www.hoptonfete.co.uk. Prizes and Photo Gallery added to 
the Hopton Fete website. Posting also made on Facebook.
 
6 Financial Report. Payments were £198 in July and £1400 in August. 
The fete made a profit of £2100 with the initial outlay of £2500 which was mainly covered by sponsors. As the Fete 
was the first of its kind we incurred several one-off costs which will not be repeated.

7 News     and reports     from the     Club. Roger had meeting with Club Committee which was very productive. 
Everyone is invited to Harvest Hail and Auction on September 27th at the Club at 7.30pm that evening.  Donations of 
harvest goods including cakes, jams, wine, flowers, plants and vegetables may be brought to the Club between 12 
noon to 2pm or at 7 pm that day. Proceeds from the auction are given to Cancer Research UK, Kirkwood Hospice, 
Forget Me Not Trust, St John’s Church and Club Benevolent Fund. 

8 News from the Cricket Club Aug2015
We held our monthly meeting last night so please find the bullet points 
• We are to contact the firm who worked on our field and express our concern about the amount of sand still on the 
surface so many weeks afterwards. Not only does it look unsightly but a player twisted his knee recently. However, 
the drainage is working well and we were able to play a game on Saturday despite the rain.
• Halifax League very pleased with us as a new club. We hosted a successful league representative match which was 
well attended.
• League cricket in Yorkshire is to be merged into a pyramid structure by 2017 with the Bradford
League and Central Yorkshire Leagues at the top and the others will be feeder leagues. This is to produce a more 
consistent quality of cricket at the top level to challenge the best teams each week.
• Cricket club to put out a tug-o- war team for the Hopton Heritage event and our bowling machine to be used during
event.
• We will have to recruit more players for next season.
• New sightscreen covers to be purchased for next season.
• Club been awarded 5* hygiene rating by council.
• Terrace area has become a mess with cigarette ends. Answer could be to restrict smokers to corner near shed and 
put tab bin up.
• A second Fosters sign to go up on building for next season.
• Annual dinner booked at Dewsbury Golf Club for Friday November 20th.  Committee will try and get a Yorkshire 
player to attend.
I hope all goes well on the 15th.  Kind regards, Robert Wild 
 

http://www.upperhoptonvillage.co.uk/
http://www.hoptonfete.co.uk/


9 Report from Road Safety Team. Lorries through village. Results from the data collected from the loops placed below
Hopton Brow. Action to chase these up for next meeting. 

 
10 Maintenance     Team. Extension Project. The build is progressing well and the plan is to have the roof in place 
before winter when the bad weather starts.  Thanks to Richard and Michael for all their hard work.
The Car Park surface is "holding-up" well after resurfacing with planings. Thanks to John Sykes who has painted the 
steps down to car park for safety. 

 
11 Plans     and reports     for other fund raising events. Contact Granville re a gourmet evening. (Guitar group have 
offered to do a social evening for us, also a group called New Tricks.)
 
12 Reports on Community Projects
Gail and Chris, along with a lot of help from our members, organised a Strawberry Tea to raise funds for Breast 
Cancer Care on Wednesday 22 July and raised £270. 
To plan another event for Macmillan Nurses in October. 
The Christmas Party was discussed and we decided that we needed something different and to change the format. 
The guitar group will be asked to provide the entertainment and an evening is preferred. Christmas Social Evening on 
Friday December 11th at 6 .30 pm. Feedback on change needed Action Catering committee.

 
13 Village     Fete and     Heritage Event August 15th 2015. 
Roger reported “from the feedback I have received I believe the Fete and Heritage day was enjoyed by the 
village residents and visitors. The theme of an old style Fete supplemented with some modern activities seemed to 
go very well. The day was very musical and jolly with a brass band, two different style Morris teams, the guitar group 
and even the Punch and Judy played music. It was also good to see families enjoying themselves with activities that 
mum, dad and the children could all take part in.
Thanks to the Mirfield U3A who supplied the photographs which allowed us to develop the Heritage Exhibition. 
The catering team in Croft House and the ice cream ladies did a terrific job. Thanks to all those who provided cakes. 
This was complemented by the Club’s BBQ and beer sales.
So many people to thank, James Taylor did a great job introducing all the events as Master of Ceremonies; Richard 
Haigh displayed some of his historic artefacts and allowed us to use his field for car parking.
Thanks to also to James Walker, who was accompanied by Barbara Walker, in opening the event.
A big thanks to all the sponsors and everyone who helped to make the day both memorable and enjoyable.
The main objective of the Fete & Heritage day was to create an event for residents and their families to enjoy but we 
also made a reasonable profit which will help fund the building of the extension to Croft House.
Thanks to all the helpers who provided refreshments, the brilliant catering team and those who manned the stalls. 
The village came together to make it a day to remember, with the Cricket Club, St John’s Church, Upper Hopton Club 
and the Community Association all taking part. At future events we should consider tea, coffee and cakes etc. on the  
Rec.
Roger suggested that we get together to discuss how the event could be improved. Please send your suggestions by 
whatever means is convenient to Roger or any member of UHCA.
Joan proposed a vote of thanks to Roger. All agreed that we should do it again. We have bought things like banners 
and gazebos which will reduce costs. Action to decide a date for next year in school time.

The question was raised as to whether we are we having another art exhibition?

14 Hopton in Bloom. 
Alison reported on the Garden Trail on July 11th 

It was a lovely sunny day. and we had 460 people visiting our village. Although we increased the price of the 
programme and the attendance was much the same as last year, we are missing donations from Gail, who normally 
does something at the club for us. The left over soft drinks and crisps have been saved and will be used at the Village 
Fete as will plates and napkins etc.
If there is anything you want clearing up or have any comments please let me know.
We did have a big spread in the Reporter this week - almost a page. We did send our own report but unfortunately 
because they didn't ask us until late in the week we didn't get it in in time to print. It was still not bad though.
I will send a letter of thanks to all open gardens in due course. We made £3000 thanks everyone who helped 
Gail suggested that we combine Garden Trail with paintings in each garden and some in Croft House.



The New gate is in position in Rec. and John B, John F and Tony are working on the cobbles.
Calendar – This has been proof read and the printer has been given the go ahead. It will be on sale soon. All sponsor 
money is in except 3.
Archway concept – This has been submitted to Kirklees Council for approval. Perhaps we need a reminder. Roger to 
send one.
 
15 News from Preschool.  They have started back today. They took £63 at Fete at the face painting and there was 
lots interest from parents.
 
16   News     and reports     from     St John’s Church     and Team Parish.
On September 12th and 13th there will be a Heritage Weekend and Archaeological Dig at St Mary’s. The next Organ 
Recital is on Saturday 12th September at 3pm at St Mary’s. The performance will be by Alexander Woodrow MA 
(Cantab) FRCO, Organist and Director of Music at Bradford Cathedral. All donations received help defray the 
maintenance costs of the organ. Hugh will be taking part in ‘The Great North Run’ on Sunday 13th September to raise
funds for the ‘St Mary’s Tower Appeal’.  
Harvest Festival will be held on Sunday 27th September. There will be a Family Service at St Mary’s at 9.45am and a 
Harvest Eucharist at St John’s at 11.15amfolowed by Harvest Hail and Auction at the Club at 7.30pm that evening. 
Children’s Workshops on September20th at St Mary’s ad on November 22nd at Croft House
 
17 AOB. “Let June Make a Difference” charity appeal. Roger, Richard, Norman and Chris we invited to the launch of 
new charity which is aimed at helping children in North Kirklees. Graham, who has set up the registered charity in 
remembrance of his wife June, wants everyone to identify children between 7-17 years old who need help. 
 
July 200 Club      
  Ist prize £50;    121 
 2nd Prize £25.  166 
 3rd Prize £10  183 

August 200 Club      
  Ist prize £50;    89 
 2nd Prize £25.  38 
 3rd Prize £10 118 
 
 
Date of next meeting will be the AGM on Tuesday October 6th 2015 at 7.30 in Croft House 


