
MINUTES
 October 6th 2015 following the AGM in Croft House

Roger welcomed David Hodgson to the meeting in his capacity as Secretary of Preschool 

2 Minutes of the last meeting on     September 1st     2015 Proposed by Alison Seconded Kath and all in favour
 

3 PACT     Team. Roger welcomed Sgt Brian Harrison and Ben Hopson from the community policing team. 
Questions were asked about heavy lorries travelling through village but the data results from loops in road were not 
available at the meeting.
Following a question to Brian asking if any of the actual lorry drivers have been stopped, he replied that there are too
few policemen to cover this area. There are 6 police officers covering Dewsbury and Mirfield giving a workload of 20 
crimes each. Most officers have no road traffic policing skills. 
Ben has not had training in traffic policing. Currently police can only deal with fixed penalty issues and there will be 
more staff reductions over the next few years.
We as a community have offered to "lorry watch" i.e. recording times and registration numbers, for the police to 
follow these incidents up  

Gill lives on the B6118 and is constantly seeing accidents outside her house with considerable damage at times. Brian
said that this stretch was covered by Huddersfield Police as they were on the border of our area. With border areas 
the police will decide which area will take responsibly. Brian will pass on that there were 3 accidents in one weekend 
three weeks ago and Gill is expecting one tonight as it is raining.  The council say the B6118 is OK. Brian advised that 
it is difficult to enforce speed in that area with speed gun as there is no length of sight. There have been no fatalities 
recently.  There has been as been lots of accidents since the road was resurfaced. After the initial resurfacing and 
accidents further resurfacing has not solved the problem.

Marlene queried the statement made by Brian that there was one road officer in one car covering all of Kirklees.  
If we had concerns it was suggested that we refer them to the Police and Crime Commissioner as the election coming
up. There has been a 30-40% cut in police officers out in the community. 
Brian says that crime in Upper Hopton is very low at present and there is no anti-social behavior and the number of 
lorries has calmed down a bit.

Janet asked about New Road in Mirfield with cars parking on both sides. Brian explained that at present they are 
parking legally, as long as one vehicle can freely pass.
It will cost £20,000 to install for double yellow. Brian will follow up to see if double yellow lines are planned for 
Station Road. 
The library car park is to be reduced to 3 hours free parking. Mirfield station is very busy and many of the cars are 
there all day.  Action Chris to email Viv and Phil 
Roger thanked Brian and Ben. 

Brian Harrison sent this email the following day. 
I have passed your enquiries on re the data from vehicles using Hopton Lane and also parking issues on Hopton New 
Road. The lady at the Highways Dept who deals with these issues is called Karen North.
She has replied to the queries already, and I will give you a summary of the reply. 

Firstly, regarding Hopton Lane, Kirklees Highways have analysed the results from the device they laid across the road,
and they have decided that the data shows that the road will not be treated as a priority by the council. This is 
because the data appears to show that the traffic calming measures they have introduced have been a success.
I appreciate that you may have a different opinion than the council, but that is what they are currently saying. 

Regarding Hopton New Road, the council is still looking into the best way to introduce some form of solution to the 
increased amount of vehicles being parked by rail commuters. The problem the council has is that if they quickly 
introduce parking restrictions on that stretch of road, they fear it will push the problem to adjacent streets without 
parking restrictions, which could actually make the situation worse, as those adjacent streets could be less 
appropriate for large numbers of vehicle parking there than Hopton New Road is. The council is also still waiting for 
Northern Rail to make any firm commitments to expand the railway station car park.



From the tone of the reply, I do not think it will be resolved overnight, as they are consulting with local ward 
councillors and intend to pre warn motorists by advertising any new parking restrictions prior to them coming into 
force. 
Finally, the details of the lady on Liley Lane, and her complaint of speeding/bad driving on that road has been passed 
onto the NPT coordinator at Huddersfield, who is called Lisa Spence. 
PC 3339 Brian Harrison Dewsbury and Mirfield NPT

4 Matters arising from the minutes
Ruts on Jackroyd lane. The pavement at bottom of Jackroyd lane has been tarmacked and the section of Jackroyd 
Lane which suffered the water burst has been resurfaced and is now the best bit of the road. The pavement on 
Hopton Lane is still poor in parts and Janet will follow up by email with assistance from Phil 
 Signs drawing attention to Dog Poo in Recreation ground seem to be making impression and impact and Roger will 
make more permanent signs. 
 
5 Correspondence. I walk almost every day in the morning along the footpath linking Hopton Avenue and Hopton 
Drive and throughout the summer there have been numerous empty milk bottles dropped, some smashed, along the 
part that is least visible form the houses. The bottles have obviously been washed so must be returned 'empties' and 
are obviously being deposited deliberately when they think they are out of sight by either by a milkman or a milk 'boy'
who can't be bothered carrying them back to the vehicle.  Melanie 
Roger similar incidents which was cleared out. Action Chris to speak to milk man 
 
Chris, attached is an email of a poster advertising a public consultation for Mirfield residents on 12 Oct that may be of
interest to attendees on Tuesday's meeting. I understand it is a professional presentation to guide the public through 
the planning process.
Would you please let folk at the meeting and on your UHC database know about the opportunity. Phil 
  
6 News     and reports     from the     Club. The Harvest Auction was a great evening and was enjoyed by all who attended 
and raised £627 for Cancer Research UK, Kirkwood Hospice, Forget Me Not Trust, St John’s Church and Club 
Benevolent Fund. 
 
7 News from the Cricket Club. It is now the end of the Season. The Club held a successful Macmillan coffee afternoon.
Residents have reported a noisy youth party at the Club. 
 
8 Maintenance     Team. Request from Preschool. David wants to put a socket in store room and is to liaise with Roger 
and John. He may make a portable computer desk. He will liaise with the team to site a smart television on the wall.  
Extension is progressing well. 

9 Management Committee Report, We need to find someone to take over the booking function from Katie in the 
very near future.  It would be appropriate to ask for a volunteer at the UHCA AGM on 6th October.  To improve 
visibility of our calendar it is essential that we have the booking function recorded digitally and displayed on-line in 
real-time so that more than one person could take a booking. The volunteer must update and develop the calendar 
on a regular basis to keep it timely. A test calendar has been added to the website thanks to John Farren. Please visit 
the web and send comments and suggestions to Roger.
Andrea has very kindly agreed to take on this role. 

10 Plans     and reports     for other fund raising events. Guitar group has agreed to provide music at a fundraising evening.
A Casino night using tokens with supper was suggested and received a good response. Valentine dinner might be 
another option
 
11 Reports on Community Projects
Christmas Party. December 11th. Old people who come regularly (about thirty) will miss it as they will not venture 
out in the evening. It was decided to hold it in the afternoon and invite younger people to help. We are to make it 
less formal by using the round tables.



Joan will order turkey from Ramsdens as last year and Chris will contact guitar group to play.
Village Fete A review meeting was held on the 24th Sept to discuss the 2015 Fete & Heritage day. It is proposed that 
we will have a Fete & Heritage day again in 2016. A date will be decided subject to car parking availability.
 
12 Hopton in Bloom.  
Yorkshire in Bloom Awards at York Racecourse on September 8th. We were delighted to receive a Gold Award and 
Joint category winners in Village 1B and a Discretionary Award for Small Community. Detailed reports are on the web.
Well done all the team and all who support HiB!
The 2016 Calendars are ready for sale and will be officially launched By Richard Haigh on October 24 th at 10 am in 
Croft House. The launch will run alongside the Preschool Table Top Sale in Croft House.
New turf has been laid on the football pitch in the goalmouth area and the new gates are in place and sets are being 
laid to enhance the entrance.
The telephone box will feature Harvest, Calendar, Halloween and Advent themes with a special advent calendar. 
 
13 News from     Preschool. There is to be a Table top sale combined with HIB Calendar launch on Saturday October 24 th

at 10 a.m. with refreshments and bacon butties. The new manager Nicola has attracted more children this year.  They
need more people to sponsor the preschool. The AGM is next week so they do not know what committee will be 
elected. Tony will do the black board as it is a joint venture for the Calendar launch and Table Top Sale.

14 News     and reports     from     St John’s Church     and Team Parish.   
At St John’s the Roberttown pop choir will give a concert on Tuesday October 13th Tickets £4
Christmas coffee morning at Croft House on November 14th 10 till 2
On Sunday November 15th at 11.15 the Rt Revd Jonathan Webb, Bishop of Huddersfield will preside at our Dedication
Festival and bless our new facilities.
All are warmly invited to attend and the service will be followed by a lunch in Croft House.

15 AOB.

September 200 Club    
   Ist prize £50;   68 
  2nd Prize £25.  140 
  3rd Prize £10 66 

 
Date of next meeting will be on Tuesday November 3rd 2015 at 7.30 in Croft House 


	MINUTES

